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Rebecca Ruiz, nee Avila, was interviewed on April 6, 1977 in Fresno, California. Ruiz 
was born in Fresno on January 8, 1926. Ruiz talks about her how when her father 

lived in Texas, he would take up several jobs, including being a taxi driver. Ruiz 
mentions how even when her father moved to California, he still experienced 
discrimination just as he had in Texas. Ruiz says that most Mexicans in Fresno 

worked on ranches, railroads, or in construction labor. Ruiz explains how she is 
Presbyterian, but at the time there was not a Spanish-speaking Presbyterian church 

so her family went to a Mexican Baptist church instead. She also mentions several 
Mexican men and women who were church leaders in Fresno. Ruiz explains how her 
dad was a member of many organizations and clubs, as well as how he helped a 

youth group.  
 

Ruiz went to Edison High School and was a majorette in the band all throughout 
high school. She also has stories about going to school while her father was on the 
board of trustees at Edison. Ruiz’s father became a citizen on May 9, 1933. 

However, her mother passed away before she could finish taking her citizenship 
class. Ruiz discusses living through the Great Depression, and how her father 

worked hard to make sure there was always food on the table. Ruiz talks about Dr. 
Palamonque, the only Mexican doctor in Fresno at the time she was young.  
 

Ruiz discusses World War II and says that the Mexican people who did not go to 
war ended up getting better paid jobs. Ruiz mentions a Mexican woman who would 

teach Spanish and English to adults in night school. Ruiz talks about how she 
believes the term “Chicano” is a degrading word to Mexicans. Ruiz talks about the 
success of her family and how they have pushed past Mexican stereotypes.  

 
 

Interviewer: Marie Cassano 
Transcript: 12 pages 

Audio: Unavailable 
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