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Anita Ynson 
 
Anita Ynson was interviewed on August 30, 1977 in Pinedale, California. Ynson was 

born in 1910 in Azusa, California. Ynson discusses, having lived in Fresno County 
for forty years, how the young children of the 1970’s are getting involved with 

drugs and crime. Ynson recalls only going to school until the fourth grade because 
she moved to Mexico for nine months with her family. After coming back to America 
to live in Los Angeles, Ynson got married at the age of fifteen before moving to 

Reedley to pick fruit. Ynson recalls only making three to five cents per tray of fruit 
that was picked. There were no attempts to organize labor unions in the 1930’s. 

Ynson says that during the Great Depression, her family would use food stamps in 
order to eat. Her father also worked in a warehouse where food was given out.  
 

Ynson discusses discrimination towards black people and how things in California 
were much better than they were anywhere else. However, she says that there is 

still racism in Fresno County. Ynson talks about how she was stuck in the 
Philippines for eleven years because World War II started. Ynson had to hide from 
the Japanese people out of fear that they would hurt her. Ynson’s husband was 

Filipino, though he unfortunately died due to illness before they could return to the 
United States.  Ynson talks about being active in the PTA when her kids were small, 

but none of the other ladies in Pinedale wanted to get together to meet. When she 
first came to Pinedale she remarried, but when her second husband died she never 
remarried again to take care of her children.  

 
After her children got older, Ynson took up several different jobs so she could 

support her family. Ynson talks about Fresno taking over Pinedale and how she 
believes it is a good thing. Ynson discusses her sons and how one is a lawyer while 
the other has given in to alcoholism. She also talks about how the system keeps 

Mexican-American law students from passing the bar exam.  
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