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Esther Chacon Castillo, “a Chicana from Pinedale, California,” was interviewed on 

August 24, 1977. She was born on January 28, 1937 in Chavez Ravine, Los 

Angeles, now known as Dodgers’ Stadium. In 1940, Esther’s family moved to 
Fowler and she went to school in Del Rey before attending Selma High School. She 
describes her elementary school in the 1940s and mentions that she graduated 

high school after World War II. She describes using ration books during the war and 
feeling like she was contributing to the family when her personal ration book was 

used. She describes the unity of the Chicano community in Del Rey during the war. 
 

Esther describes going down to Chinatown in the “pachuco days” in a short skirt 
and pompadour hair-style. She describes the men’s style with large chains hanging 

from their pants, large hats and checkered shirts in black and burgundy. They 
drank a lot and had “gang fights with chains” with the Montelongos of Sanger and 
the Avilas and the Rubios of Pinedale. Esther says her father described them as 

punks and bums. 

 

Esther has lived in Pinedale for five years. She talks about the recent improvements 
in Pinedale and the incorporation of the community into Fresno. She describes the 

discrimination faced by Chicanos and believes that they should work toward a 
better future for all Latinos. 

 

Esther notes that her father did not want to let her go to high school, that he felt a 

woman’s place was at home. She describes her feelings against the oppression of 
women, though she says she is not a “women’s libber.” She goes on to describe the 
differences in the role of women between the 1950s and the 1970s. 

 

Included at the end of her 32 min. oral history is Mexican music of the 1930s, 

which was recorded at the time of the interview. Interview is in English with some 
phrases in Spanish. 

 

Interviewer: Ben Garza 
Transcript: 18 pages 

Audio: 00:55:19 
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